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WordPLAY

1. PERFECT RHYME 

a. Same vowel sound: 
word and heard
Not word and lord

b. Same endingconsonant sound
isand fizz
Not isand sis

Hey!¢ƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ ά{έ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ Sound!
Chalkand talks ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊƘȅƳŜ
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2. SLANT, PARTIAL OR OFF-RHYME όL ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ 
names!)

a. Type 1: Assonance
same vowel sound
different consonant(s)

hoseand rope
reviseand define

b. Type 2: Consonance
Different vowel sound
Same end consonant

snail, shell, until
c. Type 3: Perfect Consonance

Different vowel sound
same beginning andend consonants

river and rover
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3. ALLITERATION

a. Same  first consonant
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A few more thoughts on WordPLAY:

Each word has a certain shape and feel to it. 
Some are soft, some are sharp. 
Some are quick, some are slow. 
9ŀŎƘ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊƘȅǘƘƳΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŘŜǇŜƴŘǎ ƻƴ ǎǘǊŜǎǎΣ ǎȅƭƭŀōƭŜǎ 

and other elements of emphasis and import. 

Iƻǿ ŘƻŜǎ ŀ ƭƛƴŜ ǊŜŀŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ άǎέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƛƴ ƛǘΚ ά¢Iέ 
ǎƻǳƴŘǎΚ Iƻǿ ŀōƻǳǘ άƪέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΚ άDέ ǎƻǳƴŘǎΚ 
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As you play with the words in your poems, say them aloud. 
Read your lines for fluency, flow, pause and impact. 
This will influence your word choice.
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